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Remarks 

This Amendment is in response to the Office Action dated February 18, 2005- 
The Office Action stated claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 USC § 102(b) m light of US 5,713,917 
(hereinafter Leonhardt-5) and claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 USC § 102(b) in light of US 
6,280,467 (hereinafter Leonhardt-6). 

Claims 1 and 3 are cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer. Claim 2 has been 
amended to recite the presence of a plurality of pores wherein at least one of the pores has a 
diameter different than that of another pore, and that the sheath comprises a plurality of layers of 
polymeric material. New claims 4-18 have been added. The amendments to the claims are fully 
supported by the disclosure of the original Application as filed. No new matter has been added. 

The paragraph numbers listed below correspond to those in the Detailed Action 
section of the Office Action. 

As indicated above, claims 1 and 3 are cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer. 

3. 

Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 USC § 102(b) in light of Leonhardt-5. 

Claim 1 has been canceled without prejudice or disclaimer thereby mooting the 
rejection as to claim 1 . As to claim 2, Leonhardt-5 does not disclose a system having the recited 
combination of a polymeric sheath having a plurality of layers of polymeric material and pores 
where the diameter of at least one pore is different than the diameter of another pore. 

For at least this reason, the 35 USC § 102(b) rejection of claim 2 is not 



appropriate. 



4. 



Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 



Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 USC § 102(b) in light Leonhardt-6. 

Claims 1 and 3 have been canceled without prejudice or disclaimer thereby 
mooting the rejectibn as to claims 1 and 3. As to claim 2, Leonhardt-6 does not disclose a system 
having the recited combination of a polymeric sheath having a plurality of layers of polymeric 
material and pores where the diameter of at least one pore is different than the diameter of 
another pore. 
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For at least this reason, the 35 USC § 102(b) rejection of claim 2 is not 

appropriate. 

Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested 

Conclusion 

For at least the reasons stated above, Applicants believe that the present 
Application with pending claims 2 and 4-18 are in condition for allowance. Applicants 
respectfully request notification to that effect 

Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to 
place this application in better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact 
Applicants' undersigned representative at the telephone number listed below. 



6109 Blue Circle Drive, Suite 2000 

Minnetonka, MN 55343-9185 

Telephone: (952) 563-3000 

Facsimile: (952) 563-3001 
f;\wpwork^ec\lO841usO2_amd_20O5O51 l.doc 



Respectfully submitted, 



VIDAS, ARRETT & STEINKRAUS 



Date: Mav 18. 2005 
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